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A Very Dry January

‘Unprecedented’ snow
drought sets up extreme
wildfires for Western US in
2026

Hunter Bassler March 1, 2026

bk i

“Compared to historical occurrences,
we do not expect recovery of snow
pack to normal level during the
remainder of this season unless
unprecedented conditions
materialize.”

Larry O’Neil, Director of Oregon Climate Service
State Climatologist of Oregon
Early Drought Warning System February 2026




Early water release from
mountains, lower reservoir supply

Elevated dryness

-

Earlier and longer fire season



https://elkhornmediagroup.com/category/northeastern-oregon/
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Elevated Dryness

Longer Drought Conditions

Higher susceptibility to other
disturbance

Lower forage availability

More ignitions



How do | know this is real?

# <y Signs Outside

Landscape and vegetation drying out turning
brown earlier than normal.

Stressed trees: Fading and brown tree crowns
when they normally would be green

. 'Signs In The News
How quickly they ban

1. campfires
2.  burning at camp grounds
3. burning in backyards

pr Signs and Signals from
Trustworthy Sources:
Where to watch for changes and status updates:

National Interagency Fire Center:
The Nation’s Wildland Fire Support Hub

Oregon Emergency Management: State of Oregon
Fires Dashboard



https://www.nifc.gov/fire-information
https://www.nifc.gov/fire-information
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/portfolio/index.html?appid=22d04c007866419c91ccf00d097526c8
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/portfolio/index.html?appid=22d04c007866419c91ccf00d097526c8
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/portfolio/index.html?appid=22d04c007866419c91ccf00d097526c8
https://bmidc.org/restrictions.shtml
https://bmidc.org/restrictions.shtml
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~ w- Time to respond and get ahead of the fire

- :?..

Wildfire Impact: Our Ability To Fight Wlldﬁres and
Protect Communities

@& Limits the window to safely set préscribed burns al
during the Spring- Current Basin-Scale Snowpack Percent of Normal

d%Impact our water supply to fight fires.

«2 Calling for backup: Inter-state fire crew M@t bg'"
as available to come and aSS|st with ourfir

2

[ Fh‘es@ﬂll m\%(/e faster in drier conditions, |mpact|ng

- Alerting the community
- Evacuation



What You Need to Know About Eastern Oregon Wildfire Risk:

If it's drier, wildfire risk is higher.

[ [a] As of 3/8/26: Normal Wildfire Potential
Forecasted for the PNW till May (National
interagency Fire Center) re—

Less acreage burned in Oregon’s 2025 wildfire
season, but more ignited by humans

Fewer acres burned in 2025 compared to last year, but more structures burned and
humans started the bulk of fires

1. ALEX BAUMHARDT - ooTosER 2. 2025 550 0000006
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2026 MARCH MONTHLY
SEASONAL OUTLOOK BRIEFING

PREDICTIVE SERVICES #
Valid: March 2,2026

©

REGION 4
INTERMOUNT/aY
Eeri, USGS == (g

100mi

|-+-| 123.798 40.187 Degrees: S

Large fire perimeters compiled and maintained by NWCC starting in 2000 and updated
annually. These are only large fires and complex fires that appeared on the Daily Situation Report.
Laver is time-enabled on Date Conversion field



https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/NMAC_Weather_Outlook.mp4
https://nifc.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=9bfdf4448da74561b16a45bf7ab75b49
https://nifc.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=9bfdf4448da74561b16a45bf7ab75b49
https://nifc.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=9bfdf4448da74561b16a45bf7ab75b49

Wildfire Risk: Natural Factors

How much rain and Lightning Strikes

snow we get.

Spring precipitation outlook: Temp most likely to be above normal, with precipitation more
likely to be less than normal for SE Oregon. (NOAA

“The only thing that could lessen the chance of extreme fires would be a “major switch” in

circulation patterns that keeps things cool and moist, but there’s nothing in seasonal ﬁ_ 3

forecasts or weather models that would indicate that. 4 g Spontaneous Combustlon blamed for
h .

‘ devastating Oregon Road fire; exact

@ cause unknown

Melissa Luck ~Feb 9, 2024 Updated Feb 9, 2024

Lightning Strikes Previous 24 Hours - June 30 - July 5, 2025
0800 to 0800 PDT
Oregon 23,070  Washington 39

Spontaneous Combustion

Current U.S. Drought Monitor

v « About 32% ofthe Paciic Nothwest s
Pacific Northwest DEWS.

currently insome form of drough,
between moderat (01)and severe (02)

Copyright: & News Now
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BLM Widemess

Forest Service
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NPS Wideress

Bureau of indian Afars
Depariment of Detense
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Othec Faderst
Washington DNR
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70572005 - 7015

Northwest Coordination Center


https://www.oregonlive.com/weather/2026/03/competing-forecasts-offer-different-views-of-what-to-expect-from-oregons-spring-weather.html
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/NMAC_Weather_Outlook.mp4

Wildfire Risk: Human Factors

e 85% of wildfires in the U.S. are caused by humans
o Unattended campfires

o  Burning debris
o Equipment malfunctions
o Discarded cigarettes
o Powerlines
o Fireworks
o Arson
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https://doi.org/10.2737/RDS-2013-0009.6

Preparing for Wildfire Emergencies

1. 2.

Evacuation Ready: Alerts,
Go-Kits, and Plans

Breathing and Body Protected
From Smoke

3.

Home and property




Prepare React Recover

Let's make wildfire
preparedness easier! '

Wildfire and Wildfire Smoke @) ¢ Q

HazAdapt
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Evacuation Ready: What to Pack

Go-kits packed with necessities for you and
each family member:

Copies of important documents

Copies of medical prescriptions and extra medications
N95 Mask

Fire blanket

Eye protection, sturdy work gloves

Other face covering (Scarf, bandanna, or clean cloth) Goal: You Won't have to rush to the

Sturdy boots or shoes

Non-perishable snacks, water store for supplies when an emergency

Cell phone charger and spare battery . .

Pet and animal food, bedding, meds, and paperwork IS Com|ng- If YOU need tO evacuate
quickly, you can grab what you need

and get to the car in moments.

Available in

hazadapt @

Emergency Iltem
Checklists for people
and animals.




Have Multiple Ways to Get Alerts and Stay Up to Date

BE READY.
BE SET.
GO NOW!

—a—

3

e State, County, and City emergency alerts.
e Know where your county or area posts fire and evacuation updates.
e Text, call, email, safety apps - pick a few best for you!

E READ

PREPARE TO EVACUATE
BE AWARE OF DANGER IN THE AREA

@ stay informed.

& Have your plan
& go-kit ready.

Act earl u
your loved ones
n’t move quickly.
v =

v

id

BE SET

BE SET TO EVACUATE
AT A MOMENT’S NOTICE
SIGNIFICANT DANGER IN THE AREA

A\ Follow your evacuation
plan & grab your go-kit.

Leave if you feel unsafe.

/ N\
\. /
~
LEAVE IMMEDIATELY!
EXTREME DANGER IN THE AREA
&3 Leave without delay.

It is unsafe to stay.

€3 Do not stop to gather
belongings or protect
your hoy

Do not return until
officials announce the
area is safe.

S

Recommended Tools:

Live OR- Alert State Emergency Alert Tracker

Official Map: Oregon Wildfire Dashboard

r

Available in

Find your
local alerts

hazadapt @
\



https://oralert.gov/#live

Making a Plan: Ready to Stay at Home or Evacuate

Plan for the humans

e Planto stayinside, safe at home (2 Weeks Ready)

e Evacuation plan: Where will you go? How will you get there?

e Plan for no power. Public Safety Power Shut Offs or Blackout Zones
to prevent ignition from power lines

Every preparedness
plan should start
from a point of
power outage,

Plan for the animals

e Keeping them safe at home with poor air and weather conditions
e Evacuating and boarding

e Communicating with your teams and community OBWM Esml{c WU".

o/

i ¥ o I S .
worklngTO umlte for Safer“émergenﬂes

f o)
Available in B )\’ Plan templates and resources
hazadapl: V] Q ,./v for people and animals.
C RES




Protecting Your Breathing and Body

Breathing in wildfire smoke can cause: Outdoors? Mask Up. An N95 or a

mask with P100 or PM2.5 filtration

e Coughing will offer the most protection from
e Trouble breathing wildfire smoke.
e Asthma attacks
e  Stinging eyes
e Scratchy throat
3-Stage
e Runny nose Powerful Filtration
) Irritated sinuses Air filters. Find Options with a HEPA '(Ij’raps99.999%1 of nano-sized particles
e Headaches filter made for PM 2.5. Create a clean B
e Tiredness air bubble in your home. - —
e Chestpain = =
e Fastheartbeat Air Quality Index (AQI) Map ==+
e  Make it easier to get sick

Rule of thumb:
AQl above 100 is harmful for kids. e
AQl above 150 is a sign to keep your T —
windows closed and avoid outside if you

f

Available in f" \) AQI & wildfire Smoke Safety can.
hazadapl: V] 2 Actions for people and animals

|



https://www.airnow.gov/national-maps/

Prepare your property : Defensible Space

St Sheds should be
® & atleast 30 feet
b . from the home. ¥

Keep your roof clear
of leaves, needles
<~ and other debris.

LA
Get a FREE
ocal
defensible
space

assessment
with OSFMI

https://basc.pnnl.gov/resource-guides/defensible-space-protection-against-wildfires


https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/138a924877f145a984ea3b4108edb3ec/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/138a924877f145a984ea3b4108edb3ec/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/138a924877f145a984ea3b4108edb3ec/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/138a924877f145a984ea3b4108edb3ec/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/138a924877f145a984ea3b4108edb3ec/

Prepare your property

___.-4-_:....

OREGON

DEFENSIBLE SPACE & BEST PRACTICES
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o e e e 1 LADDER FUELS

Figure 5. Ladder fuels are flammable materials that allow fire to
spread up into the canopy of a tree, which can create windblown

embers.
Credit: Christina Friehauf

-

Soise, 10,
— } B 1/8th inch wire mesh for
FIRE-RESISTANT PLANTS .
For trees and vegetation more than 18 feet tall, remove branches six feet from the ground. For trees and For HoME LANDSCAPES Vents a nd d ecC kS IS beSt.
S¢ its tha duce

vegetation less than 18 feet tall, remove branches up to 1/3 the height of the tree. Trees and vegetation

should be 10 feet from other trees. OREGON Defensible Space Homeowners & Renters

Considering home sprinklers? Check in with you local fire and utility first!



https://www.oregon.gov/osfm/Documents/Defensible%20Space%20Checklist.pdf

Pre-wildfire During Wildfire Post-wildfire

Untreated

Thin Only

Prepare Your
Property:
Private Burning

Rx Burn

Thin + Rx Burn

Source: Kimberley T. Davis, Jamie Peeler, Joseph Fargione, Ryan D. Haugo, Kerry L. Metlen, Marcos D. Robles, Travis
Woolley, Tamm review: A meta-analysis of thinning, prescribed fire, and wildfire effects on subsequent wildfire severity in
conifer dominated forests of the Western US, Forest Ecology and Management, Volume 561, 2024, 121885, ISSN 0378-1127,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2024.121885. (https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S037811272400197X)

Artist: Erica Sloniker (The Nature Conservancy)




Private Burning

First wildfire of the year sparks near Boardman, Oregon

Isaiah Bernal NonStop Local Multi-Media Journalist Mar 4, 2026 Updated Mar 4, 2026

1. Check if you need a burn permit.
2. Watch for updates in conditions for approved days.

Boardman Fire Rescue District

Tools to find out if it's safe to burn:

City and County Websites

Public Fire restrictions map + Email updates from ODF
Bureau Land Management- Fire Restrictions

Prescribed fire liability in Oregon- OSU Extension Services

FIRST WILDFIRE OF 2026 SEASON

BOARDMAN, OR
421 @ 2

ODF Realtime Map of
Fire Restrictions

The fire began as a controlled burn on
private farmland but became
uncontrolled. (NBC March 4, 2026)



https://gisapps.odf.oregon.gov/firerestrictions/PFR.html
https://www.blm.gov/programs/public-safety-and-fire/fire-and-aviation/regional-info/oregon-washington/fire-restrictions
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/pub/em-9390-prescribed-fire-basics-liability-oregon
https://www.nbcrightnow.com/news/first-wildfire-of-the-year-sparks-near-boardman-oregon/article_f2f5bc45-acce-4b8a-8285-e54c5911b12c.html
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/fire/pages/restrictions.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/fire/pages/restrictions.aspx

What We Can Do: Debris burning

Before burning:

CHECK: do you need a permit? Check with your local fire agency.
CHECK: weather forecast and wind patterns

Plan for small burn piles: 4 ft wide x 4 feet high.

Clear a 10-foot radius around your burn pile or barrel down to bare soil.
Cover burn barrels with 14-gauge, 1/4-inch (or smaller) wire mesh.

While burning:

Burn only yard debris, not trash.

Use ready-made fire starters or paper and kindling to start your fire. Never use
gasoline.

Always have water and a shovel on hand. Stay by the fire until it is out.
Call 9-1-1if the fire escapes control.

After burning:

Make sure your burn pile is completely out before leaving.

Keep an eye on where you burned. Check the area over the next several weeks to make
sure there is no heat or smoke.

DE
BURNING

BRIS

¥ Call before you burn

¥ Check conditions & Y
# Clear 10 feet around your pile 4

¥ Have water and a shovel nearby ¢

« Keep it small ¥

« Stay with the fire untilit's DEAD OUT

E] PREVENT WILDFIRES

Can’'t burn?

° Cover your burn pile with a tarp and wait
until it is safe to burn.

° Chip, compost, or haul debris to a yard
debris recycling site.



What We Can Do:

Avoid Sparking Equipment
Take care with traveling
When camping

Cooking outside

Preventing
human-causes of wildfire

Available in A@ More step-by-step wildfire
hﬁZﬁdﬂpt v 2EE prevention tools and tips.

ONE LESS\“ S
SPARK ™ :

ONE LESS WILDFIRE

CAUSED BY: HOMEOWNERS

Be Ready!
Have water and
o fire extinguisher
readily availoble.

Only You Can

Prevent Wildfires.

ONE I.ESS\“ ~
SPARK "™ :
ONE LESS WILDFIRE

CAUSED BY: HOMEOWNERS

Grind, sharpen,
and weld on o

paved enclosed area.

Report All
Fires CALL 9-1-1
Report location, what
is burning, how fast

s it moving, how tall
are the flames, what
Is in donger, stay

on the phone.

BT §® @ (]

(+) Wl ADOT

Tha Foderol Govermment i on equd oppocinlly service povider and esployee
May 2018


https://www.oregon.gov/osfm/education/pages/prevent-wildfires.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/osfm/education/pages/prevent-wildfires.aspx

The most important thing you can to to be
prepared:

EASTERN OREGON
CLIMATE CHANGE
COALITION

Stay connected with your community. [ EQC3 ]

Additional Eastern Oregon Community Groups

eUWHOR),
[MEDTR GROUP |
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Supplementary Info



Let's take a few minutes to check our
preparedness for: Wildfires

r 1. Go to Prep Checks

2. Selectthe Prep Check and answer the
three questions:

Do you know what to do?
What tools do you have now?
Who would you call for help?
w
® N

3. See your preparedness score and
what you can improve!

https://app.hazadapt.com/prep-checks



Climate Prediction Center March Outlook

Monthly
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Temperature Outlook
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Oregon Statewide Precipitation and Temperature Rankings

County Average Temperature Rank (132 January 2026 County Precipitation Rank (132
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Oregon experienced its 5" warmest and 5" driest January on record




