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I became an orphan at the age of 78. 

the only other living pieces of either 
side of my family. But memories survive. 

One: My Uncle Darius (pronounced 

-

Bullet have exposed and nabbed the 

be expert musicians, so everyone is gath-
ered around in celebration of the triumph. 

stanzas of “Happy Trails to You.”
Darius stands, then ambles over and 

if anyone ever came up to me and actually 
sang right in my face.”

Two: My mom and dad and I are 

to the splendor of roadside nature despite 

that beautiful?” We are coming around a 

after she died at the age of 101.
Three: I am a recent high school grad-

a very snooty college in the Boston area. 

side of the family, to an institute of higher 

student, or at least had been given good 

geographic distribution in their student 
body, hoping that some of us from the abso-

As the train approaches to carry me into 

end up digging ditches for a living as long 
as you are happy.” My dad grins at me and 
says, “You are probably going to be eating 

Four

-

granny shoes and I hear her say, “Before 

my mayonnaise jar.”

this person hoarding in a mayonnaise jar? 
Would it be out-of-range rude of me to 

At the upper limits of my fantasies 

Damian, my manager.”
Five: My dad and I are sitting in the 

———
J.D. Smith is an accomplished writer and 

jack-of-all-trades. He lives in Athena.

J. D. 
SMITH

FROM THE HEADWATERS  
OF DRY CREEK

Over the many years I have engaged 
-

-

-

region.

for local and regional prosperity. Salmon 

since time immemorial.
-

-
tion of goods to regional and international 

culture, history and treaty rights. But, if 

be substantial and irreversible.
Decades of development, including 

the mainstem dams and reservoirs placed 

ocean feeding grounds, have had devastat-

remained listed under the federal Endan-

is compounding those impacts through 
-

riorating ocean conditions.
Through it all, the federal agencies 

responsible for operating dams on the 

-
ously failed to meet the minimum needs of 

-

-
ment to help ensure a healthy future for 

Tribal people.

must be part of a comprehensive solution 
for salmon and steelhead in the face of 
climate change. His proposal also recog-
nizes that the dams cannot be removed 

billion in the energy, agriculture and 
commodity transport sectors, and calls for 
a moratorium on litigation.

In addition, just over a year ago, I 

Washington and Montana to launch the 

-
tive chartered and funded this year so it can 

have to be decided in court. Unfortunately, 

administration or the federal agencies in 
charge of dam operations. Oregon, along 

as the federal plan for dam operations that 
is inadequate to protect salmon and steel-
head.

federal government completed its plan, 
Oregon helped negotiate the interim period 
of litigation-free dam operations and good 
faith, providing constructive input through-
out the process, all in hopes that federal 

They did not.

to remove the Trump-era rules and inad-
equate federal plan, and help the region 

Absent comprehensive federal legislation 
and funding, or a timely and collaborative 
regional solution, legal action is currently 
the only avenue available to help address 
these issues.

It is my fervent hope that the Biden-Har-

lasting solution.
While this litigation plays out, Oregon 

-
tunities for collaboration. One possi-

congressional delegations to develop 
legislation to implement it. This is not the 

-

harvestable salmon and steelhead popula-

generations to come. We can do so in a 

for farmers and ranchers, invests in safe 
and economical transport of goods and 
secures vibrant recreation opportunities 

ensure a vibrant future for the region.
-

———
Kate Brown is governor of Oregon.

“M
What is going on?” These comments are 

some of our favorite trees and shrubs?

We have seen examples of these extremes 
throughout the country in recent years. 
Hotter, drier summers, accompanied by 

years, the consequences of this extreme 

than a million acres in Oregon.
We recently survived an unusual heat 

for human-caused climate change. When 

current rates, then by the 2040s, scientists 

All these events impact our vegetation, 

supply and our health. This year, dryland 

hit especially hard by drought and heat.
When it comes to our trees and shrubs, 

high temperatures for an extended period 
and sunscald on needles and leaves have 

did after the 2014 frost event.
-

State University, said our current drought 

experienced drought for 14 of the last 20 

-
tional drought.

is vulnerable to continued stress through-

is adequate mulch to retain moisture and 

-
ture around your favorite plants.

If your favorite tree or shrub does not 

-

summers and unusual frosts.

survive our changing climate may be found 

-

Our trees and shrubs bring much beauty 
into our lives, and they nurture our mental 

conditions this year dealt us a bad hand. We 

———

retired from a career with the U.S. Forest 
Service. Both are members of Eastern 
Oregon Climate Change Coalition.
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