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The East Oregonian welcomes original letters of 400 words or less on public issues and public policies 

for publication in the newspaper and on our website. The newspaper reserves the right to withhold 

letters that address concerns about individual services and products or letters that infringe on the rights 

of private citizens. Letters must be signed by the author and include the city of residence and a daytime 

phone number.  The phone number will not be published. Unsigned letters will not be published.  

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of 

the East Oregonian editorial board. Other 

columns, letters and cartoons on this page 

express the opinions of the authors and not 

necessarily that of the East Oregonian. 

Send letters to the editor to 

editor@eastoregonian.com,  

or via mail to Andrew Cutler,  

211 S.E. Byers Ave. 

Pendleton, OR 97801

Oregon governors and legislators 
have allowed the state’s computers 
for processing jobless claims to get 

so out-of-date that it may cost Oregonians 
as much as $100 million in unemployment 

Oregonians who are out of work could 
-

Department says it may change its mind 

the other problems it is having with its 

according to The Oregonian
One of the great things that Congress 

did with its stimulus package was to try 

Workers who are laid off usually have 
what’s called “a waiting week” between 
when they get laid off and when their ben-

-
alty for states that don’t have a waiting 

-
able includes $600 in weekly bonus pay-

incorrect messages from the department 

would be facing a global pandemic and 
-

lems even if the department had the latest 

department’s computers can’t even han-

have contributed to an unstable comput-

maintenance as vendor support phases out 

a global pandemic and a need to retool the 
system to waive the waiting week and the 

Legislators did start the process of 
upgrading the department’s computers in 

-

assembled to painstakingly recreate every 

-
lar failure of the Cover Oregon health care 
marketplace echoes powerfully in the 

The Legislature did ramp up its funding 
for the department’s computer moderniza-

-
islators need a public explanation from the 
department about how it is going to keep 

need a public explanation of where the 
department is in its computer moderniza-

-
-

ization as it proceeds and legislators need 

The brutal coronavirus pandemic has 
demonstrated that we live in an inter-

-

County connect to the roiling sea at the 

-

for media organizations to connect 
global climate implications to local 

-
papers focus on what occurred today 
and what you need to know to get 

unnoticeable amount from day-to-
-

cover perhaps the biggest story currently 
pulsing through our planet: the consistent 

That change has massive implications 

dish capable of moving a deadly virus across 

forests sitting a lightning strike away from 

and technology that undergird civilization are 

-

EO Media Group

local impacts to you and your community 

Grantham Prize for excellence in reporting 

-

the issue from diverse people in diverse loca-

Placing disparate stories alongside one 

people deal with different issues in differ-

This year we’re embarking on a similar 
-

the world economy and the local 
news ecosystem has been no 

We can now clearly see the invisi-

that it can also spread pollution that affects 

and be ill-prepared for a disaster that science 

Despite the constraints in our world and in 

-
ries written by your local reporters about cli-

We will cover climate change like we 
would cover every other local issue: We’ll 
talk to your neighbors and representatives 

the impacts on local industry and commu-

Our goal is to make climate change under-

an issue that you can get your head around 

———
Tim Trainor is the former news editor of 

the East Oregonian. He is overseeing the EO 
Media Group’s “Climate Changed” series. 

Maier has the county’s best 
interests at heart

There are things you may not know about 
-

-

-
rience in high school playing as an ath-

-

local metal recycler and the state law 

receive accurate information from per-
sons turning in metal and wire for 

-
sonally visited her home several years 

-
ducting this cash business in a manner to 

Pat would make an excellent commis-
sioner in that she advocates for the peo-
ple and is always willing to listen to  

Jody Brittain
Umatilla

Hydroxychloroquine is not a 
coronavirus miracle cure

controlled the territory of the cinchona 

-

-
stein proposed that the cell biochemis-

the production of pyridoxamine phosphate 

-

-

any of a class of antibiotics that interrupt 

is presumed to deprive cells of the amino 

it also deprives the lymphatic system of 
the amino acids needed for combinatorial 

Ronald J. Bensel
Pendleton
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The state has struggled to adjust to changes in the jobless benefits program adopted since 

the coronavirus pandemic began, and has acknowledged its systems frequently tell laid-off 

workers their claims have been denied even though they are legally entitled to benefits.

LETTERS DEADLINE

The East Oregonian will not run candidate endorsement letters of more than 400 words.

The East Oregonian will institute a deadline for letters to the editor, so we can be fair with all 

the letters we receive and allow for responses before Election Day, if necessary.

We run the letters on a first-come, first-served basis.

Please submit your endorsement letters to the editor by noon Wednesday, April 22. You can 

email them to editor@eastoregonian.com, or mail them to East Oregonian, c/o Andrew Cutler, 

211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton, 97801.

We will publish our last letters on Saturday, April 25. Any letters received after the deadline 

will not run. Election Day is May 19.


